
TECHNIQUESCOLORING TIPS&
Colored pencils are a great choice for adult coloring. 
They provide the precision, cleanliness, and feel of 
a pencil, but because they are oil or wax based, you 
can saturate the paper with brilliant and permanent 
color that gives an impression as rich as that of a 
painting. Experiment with the following colored 
pencil techniques to expand your coloring skills and 
create dynamic, personalized works of art.

Hatching involves adding color by 
loosely drawing a series of parallel lines. 
To make the area darker, you can draw 
these lines thicker and closer together. 
Or you may overlay lines in opposite 
directions, which is called cross-hatching. 
Both techniques can be used to add 
tone or shading to an area.
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Burnishing means applying a hard, rub-
bing stroke to intensify a single color and 
produce a lustrous surface. You can do 
this using a colored pencil or a colorless 
blender (a pencil that has no color of its 
own). Burnishing will get rid of the visible 
grain of the paper by filling in all blank 
spaces with pigment for an even, more 
painterly surface.

You can easily blend any areas you’ve 
colored by using baby oil or Vaseline. 
Simply dip your pencil directly into the oil 
or Vaseline and start blending from there 
directly onto the paper for a vibrant-
but-soft look without having to burnish. 
Or, you can apply a light layer of oil or 
Vaseline directly to the paper using a 
cotton swab.
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There are three primary colors: 
blue, red, and yellow.They are 
called primary because they can-
not be produced by mixing other 
colors.

Secondary colors are made by 
mixing two primary colors. There 
are three secondary colors: mixing 
blue and red makes purple, blue 
and yellow make green, and red 
and yellow make orange. 

These colors are made by combin-
ing either a primary and a second-
ary color together or by mixing two 
secondary colors.

These are colors that are located 
opposite one another on the color 
wheel. For example, purple and 
yellow are complementary colors.

These are colors that are next to 
each other on the color wheel. 
For example, blue and blue-green 
are analogous colors.

Working with 
COLORED PENCILS

Content has been adapted from You Can Draw! by Leonardo Pereznieto, 
© 2015, published by Sixth&Spring books. 
Butterfly artwork from Color Odyssey by Chris Garver, © 2015, published 
by Get Creative 6, colored by Joe Vior.

COLOR 
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Here are some color fundamentals 
to keep in mind when choosing 

a color palette for your work. 

Once you’ve become comfortable with colored pencils, 
try your hand at more coloring mediums. You can even mix 

other mediums with colored pencils to bring even more 
detail to your work! Here are some suggestions.
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Gel pens come in a wide range of colors and in fun 
varieties such as metallic, glitter, neon, and even 
3-D! They’re great for layering or for adding fine 
details to your work.

Watercolor pencils are used similarly to colored 
pencils, however, once you’ve finished coloring, 
you can go over your work with a wet paintbrush to 
create a watercolor painting effect. Test the colors 
on practice paper first, since the colors can change 
significantly when wet, and be sure your paper is 
thick enough not to buckle when water is applied.

There are several different varieties of markers you 
can use. Basic markers provide rich detail and are a 
great way to experiment with this medium. Water-
based markers are higher in quality (and cost), but 
work well for blending and layering. Alcohol-based 
markers can be used for a watercolor effect and 
can be layered over with colored pencils.
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Experiment with mixing different kinds of 
colors to create color schemes that are 

warm, cool, complimentary, or contrasting. 
Each combination will give your work a 

distinct mood, whether vibrant or calming. 
You can also tint any color by layering 
or blending it with white, or shade it 

by adding black.


