
Simple 
Supplies

notions belts
F

re
e

more projects,  
tips & techniques  
at Joann.com®

skill level 2



ELASTIC SNAP BELT

SUPPLIES & TOOLS:

DIRECTIONS:

*NOTE: The actual quantity of snaps will vary due to hip 
size. Eight packages of snaps will fit a hip size of 36"-
40". Always use an odd number of snap parts so that the 
snap section on each end matches.

1. Line up snaps on work surface face up, alternating 
top/bottom, top/bottom. 

2. Unwind the full hank of elastic. Find the middle 
point. Clip the ends at an angle for easy threading. 
Re-clip the ends as needed.

3. Thread one end of elastic through the first snap 
piece, top to bottom. Pass the elastic across the 
underside of the snap to the hole opposite the first 
threading point. Repeat this with the second elastic 
end to create parallel rows of elastic. Pull the elastic 
so the middle point pulls snugly to the snap. Elastic 
ends should exit out the top of the snap. Make sure 
elastic is flat and not twisted while threading.

4. Repeat Step 3 with the next snap piece. NOTE: 
Examine the snap sections with the curved center 
wires. Plan snap placement so this wire position is 
consistent on each snap.  

5. Continue to repeat step 3, alternating top and 
bottom snaps, until most snaps are used. Pull elastic 
snug so snaps touch, but remain flat. Fit the belt. 
Add or subtract snaps as needed. End the belt with 
the same style snap section as the beginning snap. 

Do not trim excess elastic at this time.

6. Cut 8" of elastic from one loose end of the belt 
elastic. Trim ends at an angle. 

7. EYE: Place the eye against the underside of the 
beginning snap so the large opening extends away 
from the belt. Line up the loop holes with the snap 
holes. Thread one end of the 8" elastic through one 
small loop and up through the originally threaded 
hole of the snap. Use a straight pin to push aside the 
existing elastic if needed for space. Repeat with the 
opposite end of the 8" elastic, threading it through 
the adjacent already-threaded hole, exiting through 
the top of the snap. Continue elastic over and down 
through adjacent hole. 

8. Repeat Step 7 for the remaining 8" elastic end. 
Continue one end over and under so both elastic 
ends extend to underside of snap. 

9. Pull elastic tightly and tie into a tight double knot. 
Clip ends close to knot.

10. HOOK: Place the hook against the top of the ending 
snap, extending away from the belt. Hook should 
face down. Line up loop holes with the end holes in 
the snap. Elastic ends should still be protruding from 
the top of the end snap. 

11. Thread one elastic end up through one small loop of 
the hook, across and down through the other loop, 
and through the adjacent snap hole to the underside. 

12. Repeat Step 11 with the remaining elastic end, 
going the opposite direction across the hook. 
Continue threading this elastic end around the snap 
through already-threaded snap holes so both ends 
extend to the underside of the snap. Pull tightly, 
knot and clip as in Step 9.

 

•	 Dritz® sewing notions: 
8 pkgs 30mm antique brass snaps*

•	 Hook & eye closures
•	 1 hank 1/8" braided black elastic
•	 Scissors 
•	 Optional: straight pin to aid in threading

Skill Level 2: Some experience necessary Approx. Crafting Time: 1-2 hrs 



TAPE MEASURE WRAP BELT

SUPPLIES & TOOLS:

•	 Dritz® sewing notions: 
2 tape measures 
Mini Anorak snap kit

•	 Tapered awl
•	 Schmetz leather machine needle
•	 Sewing machine
•	 Basic sewing supplies
•	 Scissors
•	 Hammer
•	 Pliers 
•	 Double-stick tape 
•	 Pen

DIRECTIONS:

1. Starting with the 1" end, wrap one tape measure as many times as possible around the part of the body where the 
belt will lay.

2. On the last wrap, find a good spot in the back to join the two tape measures together. Mark and cut if necessary. 

3. Cut the silver tip off the beginning of the second tape measure, and tape the two cut ends together by overlapping 
them at least one inch.

4. Stitch in a box shape around the ends and sides of the overlap. 

5. Once the two tape measures are connected, wrap the belt around waist again, and determine where it will end in 
the front. Cut off the excess, and put the silver tip back on the new end using pliers. Cover the tip with a piece of 
scrap fabric to prevent unnecessary scratches and dents from the pliers.

6. Following the instructions on the snaps package, apply the top snap to the beginning of first tape measure, around 
the 1" mark; apply several of the snap backs to the other end in 1" increments. This will make the belt adjustable 
and give it an interesting detail.

Skill Level 2: Some experience necessary Approx. Crafting Time: Less than 1 hr



Skill Level 2: Some experience necessary Approx. Crafting Time: Less than 1 hr 

Please read and follow all manufacturers’ instructions for all tools and materials used. 
Provide adult supervision if children participate in this project. #294-2834
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SAFETY PIN ELASTIC BELT

SUPPLIES & TOOLS:

•	    Dritz® sewing notions: 
1" gray knit elastic  
200 size 2 safety pins 
Fray Check™ 
Size 10 sew-on snap 
Tape measure

•	 Scissors
•	 Hand-sewing needle & thread, or sewing machine

DIRECTIONS:

1. Measure waist and cut the elastic to measurement. Apply Fray Check™ to the cut ends. Allow to dry.

2. With safety pins closed, slide the elastic through the hole in each pin.

3. Find the center of the elastic and center the band of safety pins.

4. Open and insert the first and last pin into the elastic. This will keep the rest of the pins centered in place, yet flexible 
while wearing.

5. To finish the cut elastic ends, fold each end under one inch and stitch. Use a zigzag machine stitch or a hand-sewing 
needle and thread.

6. Sew on the snaps.


